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The second half of the 20th century was a period of remarkable economic growth, when 
the needs of the economy demanded the swift upgrading of the skills and competences of 
the labor force. It was also a period of significant expansion of secondary and tertiary 
education. In many countries, higher education was considered increasingly relevant for 
the social and economic development. This was particularly true also in the countries of 
Socialist East-Central Europe, where education was subject to centralized planning and 
shaped to fit the requirements of the economy. As the massive development of industry 
was considered crucial for economic success, the main task of education became to 
supply the qualified labor force for the expanding industrial sector, and therefore 
technical education became central at the level of secondary and higher education. 
Nevertheless, the attitudes of the communist decision-makers towards tertiary education 
graduates were ambivalent, and the socialist countries lagged behind Western Europe in 
the overall expansion of higher education.   
The international conference we are planning is closely linked to the research project 
Economic Planning, Higher Education, and the Accumulation of Human Capital in 
Romania during Communism (1948-1989) financed by the National Research Council 
(ID_PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0476), but will be supported basically by the University of 
Bucharest. Its main goal will be to allow comparative insights into the following issues:  

• How close was the relationship between economic planning and the allocation of 
higher education study places in the various socialist countries? What were the 
main parameters considered by communist decision-makers and/or planners?  

• Did the system allow also some agency from below? Which social groups and/or 
institutions were able to express a voice in the decision-making process? To 
which degree were the institutions of higher education able to influence the 
allocation of resources inside the socialist system?  

• How do we measure the human capital formation inside the socialist societies? 
How did the stock of higher education graduates evolve in different communist 
countries? How did the socialist system integrate the graduates of tertiary 
education? How big was the wage differential between employees with secondary 
education and graduates of tertiary education? How did this wage differential vary 
in time? 

Any other topic considered appropriate will be welcomed. While proposals based on a 
comparative approach are especially encouraged, we are very much interested also in 
analyses focusing on national and/or local case-studies. We welcome proposals for papers 
coming from either young or established scholars working in history, economics, or any 
of the relevant social sciences. The submission of paper proposals will consist of filling 
in a proposal form (including contact details, the title of the presentation and an abstract 
of maximum 1,000 characters – see infra), and of attaching a short CV.  
 
The official language of the conference will be English. 
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Organisers:  
 
Hosting institution 

Center for Administrative, Cultural and Economic Studies, Faculty for 
Administration and Business & Faculty for History, University of Bucharest 

 
Scientific Committee 

• Prof. dr. Romiță Iucu (University of Bucharest) 
• Prof. dr. Bogdan Murgescu (University of Bucharest) 
• Dr. Lucian Nastasă (History Institute „G. Bariț” Cluj-Napoca)  
• Prof. dr. Peer Pasternack (Institut fur Hochschulforschung an der Martin Luther 

Universität Halle-Wittenberg) 
• Prof. dr. Robert Reisz (Western University Timișoara & Institut fur 

Hochschulforschung an der Martin Luther Universität Halle-Wittenberg) 
• Prof. dr. Jan Sadlak (IREG Observatory on Academic Ranking and Excellence) 

 
Organising Committee:  

• Dr. Matei Gheboianu 
• Dr. Andrei Florin Sora 
• Drd. Marius Traian Căzan 
• Drd. Vlad Pașca 
• Drd. Mirela Rotaru 

 
Dates and deadlines 

May 16, 2013 dissemination of the Call for Papers 
September 10, 2013 deadline for paper proposals submission 
September 20, 2013 notification of paper acceptance 

October 5, 2013 notification of the draft program of the conference 
November 4, 2013 deadline for sending the paper drafts to be circulated in advance 

among the participants (20,000-40,000 characters) 
January 15, 2014 deadline for sending the revised version of the papers for being 

published in the volume of the conference 
 
Practical aspects 
The participants are expected to arrive in Bucharest on Friday, November 15, 2013, 
before noon, and to depart on Sunday, November 17, 2013. Accordingly, the organizers 
will provide accommodation for 2 nights (November 15-17, 2013), as well as conference 
materials, refreshments for coffee breaks, 2 light lunches and 2 dinners. Special situations 
which imply an earlier arrival and/or later departure will benefit of additional assistance 
on request.  
The participants are expected to fund from other sources their travel costs.    
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Proposal form 

 

Title  
First name  
Family name/Surname  
Institution/organization  
Position  
Address  
City  
Country  
Phone number  
E-mail  

Abstract: 
 

 


